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Crafting a more human future
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Paper craftsmanship: imprinting on our imagination at
Homo Faber Event 2022
In a world increasingly dominated by technology and machines, the significance of paper is

celebrated in this imaginative and refined exhibition which pays homage to paper crafting — its
relevance, its diversity and the human hands integral to the creative processes.

Samurai Warrior crafted by Juho Kénkkola©Juho Konkkola

e A showcase of paper art and craftsmanship across Europe, envisioned by Italian
architect Michele De Lucchi and his studio AMDL CIRCLE

e A diverse and imaginative array of paper artworks reveal the beauty, creativity and
cultural significance of paper craftsmanship

e Master artisans demonstrate their artistic ways of working with paper, showing
how human emotion can be conveyed through movements of the hand



Visitors to Homo Faber Event 2022 in Venice will look upon paper in a new light. Through the
skill, imagination and passion of its crafters, discover how a humble material is transformed into
sophisticated artworks by the versatility of the human hand in the exhibition Magnae Chartae.

Paper is a delicate material, yet, if carefully safeguarded, it can withstand centuries to share the
narratives of civilisations captured by the written word; it can uphold constitutional laws and
change the course of history through the simple gesture of a letter. There is more power to paper
than we might acknowledge in this modern world of machines, where perhaps its uses are deemed
ever superfluous. Paper is a decorative blank canvas which becomes a creative outlet for writers
and artists equipped with pens, paintbrushes, scalpels, printing technology or simply their hands.
This deeply meaningful coexistence between the elements is explored in depth in this exhibition.

From intricate miniature paper cuttings to mesmerising sculptures made of thousands of strips of
paper, Magnae Chartae pays homage to the diversity and versatility of paper, and the creativity,
skill and imagination of those artisans who choose to work with it. Discover the papier maché
bowls of Swedish paper artist Cecilia Levy, made from the pages of old books; the interlocking
geometric sculptures of Greek paper folder Zoe Keramea; and the complex origami figures of
Finnish artisan Juho Koénkkola, created from a single piece of white paper.

A participatory exhibition, Magnae Chartae invites visitors to witness the skill and artistry of paper
crafting first-hand by engaging with master artisans working in the room. Immersive installations
will illuminate the wonder of paper, while visitors can also discover the joys of writing with a
fountain pen, crafted on site by artisans from Montblanc, known internationally for its exceptional
writing instruments.

The exhibition also displays decorated handmade Italian wallpapers, elaborate calligraphy and
photographs by Italian photographer Susanna Pozzoli showcasing production at Gangolf
Ulbricht’s papermaking workshop in Berlin.

Through this unique showcase of paper crafts, designer and curator Michele De Lucchi, with a
wonderful eye for detail and a flair for design, ignites a conversation about the value of paper
within cultural contexts, especially today. Visitors will leave with a real appreciation of the care,
mastery of technique, respect for materials, passion for process and time that go into finished
products of the highest quality.

“Hands are sophisticated instruments. There is a beauty and perfection to the human hand and
its capacity to transfer human emotion” — Michele De Lucchi

Participating artisans include:

— Lacy Barry, Germany

— Domitilla Biondi, Italy

— Rogan Brown, United Kingdom
— Victor Cadene, France

— Lauren Collin, France

— Isabelle De Borchgrave, Belgium
— Masayo Fukuda, Japan

— Maria Grigoriou, Greece



— Aline Houdé-Diebolt, France
— Zoe Keramea, Greece

— Juho Konkkola, Finland

— Asya Kozina, Ukraine

— Anna Kruhelska, Poland

— Guy Leclef, Belgium

— Nolvenn Le Goff, France

— Cecilia Levy, Sweden

— Uro$ Mihi¢, Serbia

— Montblanc, Germany

— Papier Atelier, Turkey

— Daniele Papuli, Italy

— Samantha Quinn, United Kingdom
— Kristina Rothe, Germany

— San Patrignano Design Lab, Italy
— Marc Schweizer, Switzerland
— Marie-Anne Thieffry, France
— Lucie Touré, France

— Sabrina Transiskus, Belgium
— Gangolf Ulbricht, Germany
— Wakasa Atelier, Japan

Magnae Chartae is set in Messina Hall at Fondazione Giorgio Cini. It is one of 15 exhibitions that
comprise Homo Faber Event 2022, organised by the Michelangelo Foundation.

Notes for editors

homofaber.com
Discover Venice the #HomoFaberWay
®@® @homofaber

Homo Faber Event
Crafting a more human future
Fondazione Giorgio Cini, San Giorgio Maggiore, Venice

Organised by the Michelangelo Foundation for Creativity and Craftsmanship, the Homo Faber Event is an
international exhibition that champions artisanal talent, showcasing an impressive variety of materials,
techniques and skills through live demonstrations, immersive digital experiences and imaginative displays
of handcrafted creations. From functional everyday objects to outstanding decorative pieces, this edition
highlights craft’s role in creating a more sustainable and inclusive future. The event offers a rare chance to
admire the prestigious work of a selection of Japan’s National Living Treasures and to experience craft and
its connections to the arts and to the design world. Visitors can join guided tours of the 15 exhibition spaces
led by passionate students participating in the Young Ambassadors Programme. Imagined by a team of
world-renowned curators and designers, the scenographic event transforms the magnificent spaces of the


https://www.homofaberevent.com/en/magnae-chartae
https://www.homofaber.com/
https://www.instagram.com/michelangelofoundation/
https://www.facebook.com/MichelangeloFoundation/

Fondazione Giorgio Cini, located on San Giorgio Maggiore Island in the heart of the Venetian lagoon. On
top of the event, the Homo Faber in Citta project gives visitors a chance to experience craftsmanship
across Venice through tailor-made itineraries. homofaber.com

The Michelangelo Foundation for Creativity and Craftsmanship is a non-profit institution based in
Geneva, Switzerland, which champions contemporary craftspeople worldwide with the aim of promoting a
more human, inclusive and sustainable future. The Foundation seeks to highlight the connections between
craft, the wider arts and the design world. Its mission is to both celebrate and preserve craftsmanship and
its diversity of makers, materials and techniques, by increasing craft's everyday recognition and its viability
as a professional path for the next generations. From engaging educational programmes such as the
Summer Schools, to its signature digital project the Homo Faber Guide and the international exhibition
Homo Faber Event, the Foundation is fostering a cultural movement centred on master artisans and rising
stars. michelangelofoundation.org

Michele De Lucchi

The world-renowned architect and designer runs an experimental laboratory creating imaginative products
using artisanal techniques. Michele De Lucchi has designed furniture and lighting for most well-known Italian
and European companies including Artemide, Alias, Unifor, Hermés, Alessi and Olivetti. His architectural
work spans residential, industrial, cultural and corporate spaces in Italy and around the world. Alongside his
professional work he has always pursued a personal exploration of design and craftsmanship, and in 1990
he founded Produzione Privata, an experimental laboratory through which he creates imaginative products
using artisanal techniques. In 2000 he was appointed Officer of the Italian Republic for services to design
and architecture. Michele De Lucchi is the founding member of AMDL CIRCLE, a multidisciplinary group of
thinkers and innovators.

AMDL CIRCLE

AMDL CIRCLE is a creative multidisciplinary studio renowned for its humanistic architecture and design.
Headquartered in Milan, Italy, the Studio is built on 40 years of pioneering work on iconic projects including
the Unicredit Pavilion in Italy, the Bridge of Peace in Thilisi. According to AMDL CIRCLE principles, the
continuous search to improve the quality of life, both physical and intellectual, constitutes the very foundation
of design. Since 2018, AMDL CIRCLE has focused on Earth Stations, future sharing architectures that
combine technological development with humanist principles. amdlcircle.com



https://www.homofaber.com/
https://www.michelangelofoundation.org/
https://www.amdlcircle.com/
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